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Introduction

Centres are thanked for choosing Pearson Edexcel as their International GCSE English 
Literature provider. We very much hope that both our candidates and centres are delighted 
with their results.

Introduction

The Summer 2022 series was very successful and the 4ET1 01R paper performed well and 
was very similar in performance to previous series and the main paper, 4ET1 01. There were 
no errors in the paper, no erratum notices and there were no enquiries from centres 
following the examination.

Centres are once again congratulated on preparing their candidates so well, especially during 
another very challenging year.

For the Summer 2022 paper, it was decided to remove the Anthology Poetry section due to 
the unprecedented circumstances related to the pandemic. The removal of one section of the 
paper enabled candidates and centres to access the paper with more confidence, especially 
after lost teaching and learning hours.

For this series, there were just two sections. In Section A, candidates were presented with an 
unseen poem and answered a question based on it (20 marks). For Section B, Modern Prose, 
candidates responded to one of two questions based on the prose text that they had studied 
(40 marks). The total mark for this paper was 60.

Performance overall seems similar to previous series. There was the same order in popularity 
of the Prose texts, with Of Mice and Men remaining the most popular followed by To Kill a 
Mockingbird . The least popular text remains The Joy Luck Club , but those who attempt it are 
often very successful.

A full range of marks were awarded. Often, as seen in the past, responses to Questions 6-11 
were very successful and gained marks in the top two levels.

There were a number of 2in1 responses and exception scripts, where candidates had not 
written their Prose response in the correct answer space. Centres are urged to remind their 
students that there are specific areas in the answer booklet where responses should be 
written.

Feedback from examiners has been positive throughout and they were very impressed with 
the majority of the responses seen.

One examiner helpfully summarised the strengths and weakness in responses.

Students that did well in the Unseen Poetry section:
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commented on the overall meaning of the poem
explored language form and structure skilfully
provided a range of examples
provided close analysis of specific words and phrases.

For the Prose section,

The candidates that did well:

used short embedded quotations
had a good knowledge of the context and how it impacted the text
weaved the context into the essay, rather than bulking it on at the end
answered the question clearly.

Candidates that did less well:

had less knowledge of the text
used long quotations or provided narrative responses
bulked on too much context at the beginning or at the end of paragraphs.

Interestingly, the points above are similar to those mentioned in previous centre reports, 
which supports the belief that overall, the performance of the paper was very similar to past 
series.

With the optional prose questions, there was mostly a balance in the number of responses 
received. The paper performed as intended and provided equal opportunities for all 
candidates.
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Question 1

Section A Unseen Poem

Q1. The Hurt Boy And The Birds by John Agard

Question: Explore how the writer presents the hurt boy in this poem.

Examiners were, on the whole, impressed by the general standard of answers to this 
question. Nearly all candidates were able to relate to the narrative thrust of the poem. The 
incidents related in the poem were identified as:

physical victimisation (being punched, the broken spectacles)
emotional bullying (the mockery occasioned by the reading out of the note he sent to a girl 
he fancied)
the boy’s secretiveness, not disclosing to family or friends
leading to loneliness and his sharing of his pain with the birds.

The majority of candidates wrote accurately on aspects of the poem and gained secure 
marks from doing so. A lot of these then went on to identify language features, which 
enhanced and focused the incidents they had described. They referred to issues such as 
these:

the impersonality and repetitiousness of the ‘the hurt boy’ and the way in which this 
simultaneously personalised and also generalised his experience
his secretiveness – born of shame at being bullied, the nagging possibility that somehow, 
he deserved it? – implied by keeping his secrets ‘hid under his skin’
the bruised moon (it is a fact that a full moon does look bruised, with a dark blue stain 
disfiguring it.) This proved to be a differentiating point of the poem as interpretations were 
not always secure
‘the crumbs of his heart’, which was subjected to a variety of readings, notably that crumbs 
are what you throw to birds, that they are food which is thrown away as useless, that it 
shows that the boy’s heart was broken into small pieces, that he did not wish to live and 
had no use for his heart any more
the alliteration and sibilance in phrases such as ‘spectacles stamped’ and the emotive ‘ruin’ 
to show that they are beyond repair. The phrase ‘nightly hissed’ was rarely explained, and 
although many candidates noted the childish [rather than childlike] use of the phrase 
‘creepy crawlies’, this was also rarely explained successfully. This was the weakest point in 
many otherwise acute answers. Indeed, the point about ‘creepy crawlies’ was often 
another discriminator in responses
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the aspect of structure was the least successful area of the analysis. Many candidates saw 
a rhyme scheme where there was none, and some showed off by writing about caesura 
without saying how it worked, where there was one in this poem, and what effect it had. 
Many candidates noted the irregularities in stanza structure and the use of a single line at 
the end, though very few used terminologies like couplet and quintain. Many candidates 
noted the rhyme birds/words – but hardly any suggested what the effect of the rhyme 
was. This also applied to the rhyming couplet created by the last two lines – more often 
noted than explored. One of the more effective comments on structure noted the third 
person narrative of the poem, and suggested that this meant that the poem could refer to 
a particular hurt boy [quite probably the poet himself] or to all bullied children forced to 
endure their torment alone and without a confidant.

An examiner commented: ‘whilst only three or four candidates noted that the poem was 
written almost entirely in monosyllables [110 words, only sixteen polysyllables], all of them 
suggested [I thought rather ingeniously] that perhaps the hurt boy was writing about himself 
in an effort to distance himself from his pain. Similarly, many candidates noted the use of 
dashes as punctuation, and a few noted that this implied hesitancy or fear on the part of the 
boy. Some candidates offered a general overview of the poem, many of these being 
downbeat enough to suggest that the hurt boy had actually killed himself, and that the birds’ 
wings were angels’ wings flying him to his rest, a suggestion as gloomy as it is plausible, I 
suppose.’

In comparison to previous series, the quality of responses was similar. Often, we see the R 
paper being particularly successful. Most candidates gained a Level 3 or above for this 
question, which is in line with previous series.

The poem and question performed as intended, particularly with the ‘bruised moon’ and 
‘creepy crawly’ discriminators.

The poem and question performed well and as intended and the quality of responses was 
similar to past series, with a full range of marks awarded.

The poem and question were similar in complexity, style and performance as past unseen 
poetry questions.

There are five exemplars for this question, as all candidates should answer the Unseen 
Poetry question.

The exemplars cover a full range of levels and marks.
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In this first exemplar, the candidate begins well by identifying the use 
of repetition and hyperbole. There is recognition of the ways in which 
readers feel sympathy for the hurt boy, but points are 
underdeveloped. There is some misinterpretation about the ‘creepy-
crawlies’ and the brevity of the response hinders progress.

Level 2, 7 marks

Candidates should comment on language, structure and form (AO2). 
Ideally, candidates should select specific words and phrases, identify 
techniques, and explain how these are used to achieve an effect on the 
reader.
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This second exemplar was awarded a mark at the lower-end of Level 3.
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This second exemplar begins with the candidate identifying a range of 
techniques, such as structure, repetition, rhyme and metaphors, but 
idea are not fully explored or supported with examples. There is some 
comment about contrasting ideas when considering the ‘creepy-
crawlies’ and the ‘girl he fancied’, and there is recognition that the boy 
does not have any friends and is bullied, and mistreated, even by ‘the 
girl he fancied’. A clear understanding of the poem is presented; 
however, some ideas are repeated, language points often lack 
examples some and ideas require further development.

Level 3, 9 marks

Candidates should try to explore the complete poem, not just a small 
part of it.

11 International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



Our third exemplar was awarded a mark at the top of Level 3.
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This response identifies how the boy is a victim of physical and 
emotional hurt. The candidate comments on the boy’s isolation and 
how he is bullied and teased. There is identification of specific nouns, 
personification, repetition and simple sentences and ideas are 
supported with relevant examples. Close analysis of specific words and 
phrases is not sustained; however, there is sufficient here to place this 
at the top of Level 3.

Level 3, 12 marks

Some candidates find the acronym PETER (Point, Evidence, Technique, 
Effect on Reader) particularly useful, as it addresses all bullets in the 
mark scheme.
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The following is a Level 4 exemplar.
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In this next exemplar, the candidate provides a focused and detailed 
response. There are comments about how the boy is a ‘victim of 
heartbreak’ and how he is physically and emotionally hurt. There are 
comments about how the boy is bullied and rejected, and how he 
seeks comfort from the birds with whom he has a ‘cathartic 
relationship’. A range of techniques have been identified, such as: 
metaphors, sibilance, repetition and adjectives. Points are supported 
with relevant examples and the response is sustained. Further 
development of some points could have benefited this response 
further.

Level 4, 14 marks

Students should use short quotations rather than longer ones.
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Our final exemplar for the Unseen Poetry question is a Level 5 response.
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In this final exemplar, the candidate demonstrates an assured 
understanding of the poem and explores all points in detail. There is 
recognition that the boy is physically and mentally hurt and how he 
cannot talk to anyone, apart from the birds. There is recognition of the 
trauma the boy suffers and some very good points are made, such as 
how the ruined spectacles result in not being able to see things 
properly. The point about the ‘creepy-crawlies’ suggesting nightmares 
is understood. The candidate systematically works through the poem 
and makes assured comments.

Level 5, 18 marks

Candidates are free to select and comment on textual details in a 
variety of ways. All interpretations are considered, and awarded for, if 
supported by relevant evidence.
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Question 2

SECTION B, Anthology poems, was removed for this series due to the current 
unprecedented circumstances. The Prose section was relabelled as Section B.

SECTION B Modern Prose

To Kill a Mockingbird

Q2: In what ways is Tom Robinson significant in the novel?

This was the most popular To Kill a Mockingbird question. On the whole, this question was 
answered well and most candidates produced thorough and assured responses. Most 
candidates focused their responses on the events of the trial and how Tom is considered a 
mockingbird character. A range of themes were explored and contextual points were often 
relevant and embedded. Some responses could have included more details about Tom, such 
as his family and how he came to have an injured arm.

The question performed as expected.

Two exemplars are included for this question. The first is a Level 3 response and the second a 
Level 4.
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In this personal response, the candidate identifies that Tom Robinson 
is a main character in the novel and can be considered a ‘mockingbird’. 
Points are made about Atticus taking Tom’s case and, despite Tom’s 
innocence, he is found guilty. There is comment about racism and how 
unfair society was at the time. Some points are only briefly explored 
and there is little contextual comment; however, the response does 
demonstrate a sound understanding of the character and novel, and 
relevant examples are provided.

Level 3, 22 marks

As this is a closed book examination, candidates do not have to use 
quotations in their Prose responses. Examples can be specific 
references to specific episodes in the novel studied or paraphrased 
quotations.
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This second example is a Level 4 response.
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This is a sustained personal response that identifies that Tom 
Robinson was a victim of racial prejudice, was handicapped, once 
worked on a cotton farm and how he is falsely accused by the Ewells. 
Despite Atticus taking his case, he is found guilty. Further comment is 
made about Jem and Scout learning about prejudice in their society 
and how the novel is a bildungsroman. Relevant contextual comments 
are made to support the points made. A thorough understanding of 
the novel and character are demonstrated, with some references to 
smaller details. Further details, examples and development would 
have benefited the response further.

Level 4, 29 marks

Context must be included in Prose responses; however, there does not 
have to be a balance of coverage between novel and context, as 
responses should be literary not historical essays.
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Question 3

To Kill a Mockingbird

Q3. Discuss the setting of Maycomb in To Kill a Mockingbird.

There were only a small number of responses to this question, but they were, on the whole, 
successful in gaining marks in Level 3 and above. There were comments about the churches, 
different social hierarchy and the social mores. Most commented in the racism and how the 
‘tired old town’ was typical of southern state small towns at the time.

The question performed well.

The following is a full mark exemplar.
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This is a maturely expressed and confident full mark response. The 
candidate explores a wide range of points when discussing Maycomb, 
including: Maycomb being a microcosm of the American Deep South, 
racism, prejudice, the trial and its effect; the distorted perception of 
morality; the social hierarchy, the place of mockingbird characters and 
the ‘critical portrait of education’. All points are supported with relevant 
evidence and finer details that demonstrate a perceptive 
understanding of the novel. Contextual points are included throughout 
the essay and support the points made.

Level 5, 40 marks

Examples can be specific episodes or events within a novel.

37 International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



Question 4

Of Mice and Men

Q4. ‘George is a selfish character and does not truly care for Lennie.’

How far do you agree with this statement?

This question appears to have performed well.

Some examiners considered this to be a little more challenging than question than Q5, but 
some excellent responses were seen. The idea for the question came from a student’s 
response in a past series. There were some very thoughtful responses. Engagement with the 
premise was mostly contested and candidates argued that George was far from selfish and 
cared for Lennie greatly. Various examples of George caring for Lennie, such as looking after 
his work card, providing food, caring about his health – telling Lennie not to drink ‘scummy’ 
water, telling him what and what not to say and do and, ultimately, shooting him at the end 
of the novel, were considered.

An examiner commented: ‘A few of the better answers reinforced the points they made by 
asking rhetorically what might have happened to Lennie if George had not intervened when 
he grabbed the girl’s skirt – probably a charge of assault or worse and, in the end, 
confinement in an asylum. One candidate wrote quite graphically about what might have 
happened to Lennie had George handled his employment card and pay for him. A lost card, 
illegal employment on starvation – or no wages, or fleeced of his money in a poker game or 
at the local cat-house. It was perhaps a little fanciful to think that George actually thought 
things through in quite this logical way, but it is plausible to think that he did much of what 
he did to avoid trouble he either could not handle or talk Lennie out of.’

The question performed as intended.

There are two exemplars for this question. The first is a Level 3 response.
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The candidate begins by stating that they do not completely agree with 
the statement, but understands how George can, at times, feel 
frustrated. The candidate continues by commenting that George stays 
with Lennie, despite frequently getting in to trouble, how George 
warns Lennie about not drinking the ‘scummy’ water, the dream and 
the ending of the novel when George kills Lennie. Examples are 
provided, such as when George and Lennie run from Weed; however, 
precise or smaller details are not included. Examples could have been 
developed further to include more information. The candidate 
demonstrates a sound knowledge and understanding of the novel and 
supports ideas with clearly relevant examples.

Level 3, 24 marks

Candidates should prove to the examiner their knowledge of the text – 
do not assume the examiner knows everything.
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Our second exemplar is a Level 5 response.
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This second exemplar demonstrates an assured knowledge and 
understanding of the novel. The candidate considers George and 
Lennie’s unique relationship and how George shows that he cares for 
his friend and companion and is not selfish at all. Comment is made 
about how George, like many others, is ‘vulnerable to the onslaught of 
isolation’, but the friendship he has with Lennie is close, even if it has 
‘been tested often’. Other characters are explored to exemplify how 
George and Lennie differ and some comment about the dream, 
Lennie’s ‘favourite bedtime like story’, is explored. The candidate 
concludes by stating that George always acts in Lennie’s best interests. 
Focus on the questions is sometimes lost, but it is soon recovered.

Level 5, 34 marks

Candidates should regularly refer to the question in order to maintain 
focus.
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Question 5

Of Mice and Men

Q5. Explore the theme of isolation in Of Mice and Men.

This was the most popular question for this text. Examiners considered this a very successful 
question as, to quote one examiner, ‘the theme of isolation was wide enough to cover the 
whole novel, yet specific enough to be typified – by characters, plot, narrative arc and 
authorial intent – in many different ways – social, economic, racial, sexual, political, 
geographical and historical’.

The main points in essays included:

Curley – disliked, mistrusted and avoided by everyone, including his wife
Curley’s wife – robbed of her individuality by being given no name, using her sexuality to 
attract attention – any attention – and cheapening herself in the process, as well as 
epitomising the second-class citizen status of women in the 1930s
Crooks – the stable buck exiled from the bunkhouse and in effect living with his horses, 
isolated also by his literacy and fondness for reading
Candy – isolated by his age and disability and his feeling of encroaching uselessness, not 
to mention
Candy’s dog, being overtaken by similar defects but further isolated by possessing no 
awareness of what is happening [and would happen soon] to him
Slim – like all the itinerant workers, prevented from forming any relationships outside 
those he could buy at the local cathouse
Lennie – isolated by his mental disability, bewildered by a world he cannot understand, by 
his lack of self-awareness, particularly of his own strength
George – isolated in a relationship with a child in a man’s body who hampers his every 
attempt to live a normal life, with no wife or family and no hope of one – ‘the loneliest 
guy[s] in the world’.

Most of the candidates managed to write well informed essays on isolation using three or 
more of the characters in the above list [Curley’s wife, Crooks, Lennie and Candy were the 
four favourites], and to the extent that they knew their characters well, most were placed in 
upper level three or above. It was the better candidate who added to their account of 
isolated characters by referring to:

the siting of the ranch near Soledad [“loneliness”, not as many candidates said, “solitude” 
but the point was more or less made]
the wilderness, miles from anywhere, in which the ranch was set
which is described as a rural idyll, but probably only by those who don’t have to scrape a 
living from it
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the lonely lifestyle of the itinerant worker, who had to work where he was sent, controlled 
by a rigid bureaucracy
the economic desolation of the 1930s, the slump which created a dog-eat-dog atmosphere 
in society, characterised politically as rugged individualism but in reality, affording comfort 
only to those with the sharpest elbows – isolation which rigidly divided class from class.

More successful responses considered the wider contexts, such as:

racism: the infamous Jim Crow laws which, despite Civil War and Reconstruction in the 
south, saw black Americans as rigidly segregated in society as Africans in apartheid South 
Africa
sexism: women at best were seen as wives and mothers, expected to have no ambitions 
or interests outside their homes, subject to a rigid moral code [often one ignored by their 
husbands; many women were a great deal less fortunate and subject to various forms of 
abuse which the law either ignore or was powerless to affect]
ageism: Candy would not suffer the same fate as his dog, but provision for the old and 
helpless was minimal, harsh and meagre, and the disabled were afforded little help other 
than unsystematic and patchy charity
disability: whether mentally or physically handicapped, sufferers could expect little in the 
way of systematic support
itinerant workers were dispossessed – literally as well as domestically, of friends and 
relationships – by their peripatetic lifestyle.

As may readily be seen from the above, the best candidates covered a wonderfully wide 
range, and dealt with it in commendable depth as well.

Clearly, the question performed well and was very successful.

Four exemplars are provided for this question. The first is a level 2 response.
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The candidate begins with a paragraph in relation to contextual 
background to the novel and goes on to consider Curley’s wife’s and 
Crooks’ isolation. Coverage of the novel and the characters’ isolation is 
brief, and the contextual comments far outweigh the details from the 
novel. The lack of coverage from the novel does hinder progress. 
Ideally, candidates should primarily provide examples from the novel 
and support these with a relevant contextual point.

Level 2, 16 marks

Context must be included in responses; however, there does not have 
to be a balance of coverage between novel and context as responses 
should be literary not historical essays.
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Our second exemplar gained a mark in Level 3.
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The candidate demonstrates a sound knowledge and understanding of 
the novel and personal engagement is evident. There are comments in 
relation to: the meaning of Soledad, the ‘loneliest guys in the world’ 
mantra and Slim’s surprise about George and Lennie travelling 
together. Some contextual points are included, but some ideas are 
repeated; the response does not include many specific examples; 
however, there is sufficient here for a mark in Level 3.

Level 3, 20 marks

A short plan is always helpful, but remind students not to spend too 
long on it.
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This next exemplar is a Level 4 response.
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The candidate demonstrates a thorough understanding of the novel 
and clearly relevant examples have been used to support the points 
made. The candidate explores the isolation of Crooks, Candy and 
Curley’s wife and explores some of these in detail. For each example 
some contextual comment is made; however, the reference to Marilyn 
Monroe is not entirely accurate to use here (as she was more 50s and 
60s) and perhaps Greta Garbo or Vivien Leigh would be better 
examples to use for example. The response is sustained and there is 
personal engagement with the question.

Level 4, 28 marks

Although film versions can be good teaching resources, students must 
be made aware that not all film versions are a true representation of 
the novel. Some film versions include details not included in the 
novel(s). Of course, candidates should be writing about the novel and 
not the film.
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For this final Q5 exemplar, we have a full mark response.
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This is a maturely expressed and confident response. The candidate 
refers to the ‘cruel chimera of the American Dream’ and goes on to 
explore how characters suffer from isolation, such as Crooks, Curley’s 
wife and the ranch hands. A range of points are made and there is 
detailed treatment of all examples provided. There are also comments 
in relation to the ranch hierarchy, racism, living conditions on the 
ranch, ‘every man for himself’ attitude, and how Crooks can be 
considered the loneliest character on the ranch. There are some 
language points that are not assessed in this part of the paper. The 
depth and coverage of this response places this at the top of level 5.

Level 5, 40 marks
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Remember that AO2, language, form and structure, is not assessed in 
this section of the paper.
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Question 6

The Whale Rider

Q6. Examine the relationship between Kahu and her uncle, Rawiri.

Most responses to this question were very successful and often gained marks in Levels 4 and 
5, which is similar to previous series.

There were a small number of responses to this question when compared with other texts. 
Most were very successful and demonstrated a thorough knowledge and understanding of 
the novel. The majority considered how Rawiri helped Nanny to bury Kahu’s birth cord, thus 
establishing an immediate bond with his niece. Some discussed events when Rawiri went 
travelling, but more successful responses included smaller details, such as Kahu looking after 
Rawiri’s motorbike. Overall, the question performed as intended.

A full mark response is included as an exemplar for this question.
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The confidence and maturity of this response is clear throughout. The 
candidate explores the relationship between Kahu and Rawiri from the 
moment she is born through to the end of the novel. A range of 
examples have been included, such as: their close relationship, the 
burial of Kahu’s birth cord, Rawiri sighting the spear, Rawiri being 
Kahu’s guardian and ‘ditching his dates to spend time with her’, Kahu 
writing letters, the retrieval of the stone and more. The conclusion 
impressively sums-up their relationship as being ‘the perfect mix of 
admiration, trust and fun’. Contextual points are embedded 
throughout the response and, even though other points could have 
been included, the attention to small details secures full marks.

Level 5, 40 marks

As exemplified in this response, try to refer to a range of examples 
from throughout the novel, not just one area.
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Question 7

The Whale Rider

Q7. Discuss the importance of courage in The Whale Rider.

Like Q6, the majority of responses to this question were very successful.

This was the most popular question for this text. Performance was similar to previous series. 
Candidates engaged fully with the question and provided a range of examples, such as Kahu 
and Nany challenging a male-dominated society and when Kahu is courageous when riding 
the bull whale at the end of the novel.

The following is a Level 4 exemplar.

75 International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



76International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



77 International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



78International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



In this response, the candidate explores courage through a range of 
examples. The candidate begins with some contextual comment and 
goes on to explore the patriarchal and misogynistic society and how 
this is taken to extremes by Koro. The candidate suggests that Nanny 
(Nani) Flowers shows courage when she chases after Koro when they 
learn they have a great-granddaughter. Rawiri shows courage when he 
decides to travel abroad and Kahu shows courage when she retrieves 
the stone set by Koro as a test for the boys. Some thoughtful comment 
is made about the way courage helps to develop the characters and 
deepens their connections with their Māori heritage. There is some 
context, although more contextual points could have been included. A 
thorough understanding of the novel is demonstrated in this sustained 
response.

Level 4, 30 marks

Examples can be specific episodes or events within a novel. Examples 
do not have to be quotations, especially as this is a close book 
examination.

79 International GCSE English Literature 4ET1 01R



Question 8

The Joy Luck Club

Q8. Explore the relationship between An-mei Hsu and her daughter, Rose, in the novel.

As seen in previous series, this is the least popular option, but responses to this novel are 
often very successful, with most gaining marks in Levels 4 and 5. The knowledge and 
understanding of this challenging text is often impressive.

There were only a small number of responses to this question, but all were detailed and 
demonstrated a thorough and assured understanding of the relationship between the 
mother and daughter. Most included points about the loss of Bing and how Rose felt guilty 
about her brother’s death, Rose’s lack of confidence and being unable to speak up for herself 
and the lessons her mother tries to teach her. Contextual points were embedded and 
supported the points made.

The following is a Level 4 exemplar.
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This is a sustained response, although points could be developed 
further to include more details. However, a wide range of points has 
been made, including: An-mei’s childhood, being raised by Popo and 
her mother cutting her own flesh; Rose not being the daughter she 
had hopes she would be; Rose blaming herself for Bing’s death; Rose’s 
difficult marriage to Harold and her mother giving support; the 
neighbours’ arguments and how this compares with the lack of 
conversation between An-mei and Rose; the cultural barriers and 
generational differences. A wide range of ideas have been presented, 
but they are not fully explored. There is breadth, but not depth. The 
lack of explicit contextual comments keep this lower in the level.

Level 4, 25 marks

A separate answer space is provided for each answer required from 
the candidate. Please remind students to use the correct area of the 
answer booklet. However, should a candidate prefer to answer the 
questions in a different order, this is perfectly acceptable, but the 
correct answer space should still be used.
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Question 9

The Joy Luck Club

Q9. ‘I wondered why my destiny had been decided, why I should have an unhappy life 
… ‘ (Lindo Jong)

Examine the theme of destiny in The Joy Luck Club.

There were a small number of responses for this question in relation to destiny. Again, most 
were very successful and included a range of points. Some considered the Chinese zodiac 
and focused some discussion in Ying-ying and how her date of birth was altered at 
immigration. Some provided detailed examples of how Lindo Jong changed her own destiny 
by blowing out one end of the two-ended candle.

The following exemplar was awarded a mark at the top of Level 3.
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The theme of destiny is explored through comments in relation to 
Lindo Jong, Ying-ying and Lena St. Clair and An-mei Hsu; however, 
there are few examples provided and the response is lacking in 
development. The blowing-out of the candle is one example that could 
have been explored in more depth. Nevertheless, the candidate 
demonstrates a sound understanding, evident through the use of 
minor details such as the reference to Tai Tai’s son, and there is some 
contextual comment. A sound understanding is demonstrated in this 
personal response.

Level 3, 24 marks

Spelling, punctuation and grammar are not assessed in this paper, 
however, if a candidate struggles with writing, consider applying for 
permission to use a word processor.
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Question 10

Things Fall Apart

Q10. In what ways is Ikemefuna important in the novel?

Responses to this novel are always a joy to read. There were just 25 responses to this 
question, but all were a delight to read. Most candidates provided detailed essays about the 
character and how he and Nwoye formed such a close relationship. There was exploration of 
how Okonkwo’s downfall started after his involvement in Ikemefuna’s murder and how this 
led to Nwoye’s conversion to Christianity. Responses were thoughtful, assured and, at times, 
perceptive,

As seen in previous series, responses were very successful, often gaining marks in Level 5.

The following is a full mark exemplar.
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This is a maturely expressed response that explores ways in which 
Ikemefuna is important in the novel. The candidate begins with some 
contextual comment and how Ikemefuna influences both Okonkwo 
and Nwoye. This is then explored in much detail through the 
developing relationships between them. Okonkwo treats Ikemefuna as 
a son, even showing some affection, and Ikemefuna develops a strong 
friendship or brotherhood with Nwoye. Specific examples are 
provided, such as Nwoye enjoying listening to Ikemefuna’s folktales. 
There is coverage of Ikemefuna’s murder and Okonkwo’s involvement 
in it, and how this is the main driving force behind Okonkwo’s downfall 
and Nwoye’s conversion to Christianity. There is much here. Points are 
supported with relevant contextual details.

Level 5, 40 marks
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A separate answer space is provided for each answer required from 
the candidate. Please remind students to use the correct area of the 
answer booklet. However, should a candidate prefer to answer the 
questions in a different order, this is perfectly acceptable, but the 
correct answer space should still be used.
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Question 11

Things Fall Apart

Q11. ‘It is an abomination for a man to take his own life. It is an offence against the 
Earth, and a man who commits it will not be buried by his clansmen.’ (Chapter 25)

Examine the theme of shame in Things Fall Apart.

There were just 17 responses to this question, but it performed extremely well. Shame was 
mostly explored through Okonkwo’s father, Unoka, and Okonkwo’s shame of breaking the 
Week of Peace, being exiled and ultimately when he takes his own life. Shame was also 
explored through Okonkwo’s shame of how the tribe did not resist colonisation enough and 
allowed the missionaries success in converting so many of the tribe.

The following is a Level 4 response.
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In this response, a wide range of examples have been included when 
exploring the theme of ‘shame’; however, very few of these are 
explored in any detail or depth. The candidate explores: Okonkwo’s 
shame of his father, Unoka; the shame of poverty driving Okonkwo to 
gain respect and power; Okonkwo’s disappointment of his son, Nwoye; 
Okonkwo’s fear of appearing weak, which is why he strikes the final 
blow in Ikemefuna’s murder; the shame of exile; the clan’s conversion 
to Christianity and, finally, Okonkwo taking his own life. All of these 
points are relevant and valid, but coverage of each one is brief. More 
contextual comment could also have been included. There is a 
thorough understanding of the novel and a mark in Level 4 is awarded. 

Level 4, 25 marks

Regularly check our website for new teaching resources and latest 
updates.
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4ET1_01R_SecB

There are no exemplars for Section B. This is the area where unidentified questions are 
scanned. There were 39 responses where candidates had not identified which question 
number they were answering.

Centres are asked to remind their students to tick the relevant box.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

When responding to the Unseen Poetry, Section A, candidates should try to:

demonstrate an understanding of the overall meaning of the poem
focus on the question
refer to form and structure and try to suggest why this may have been used
give examples of language and explain their effect on the reader
comment on all areas of the poem, not just the first few lines
use short quotations and avoid copying large areas of the poem.

When responding to Modern Prose, candidates should remember to: 

focus on the question
avoid narrative retelling of the events in the novel
provide a range of examples from their chosen text – remember that as this is a closed 
book examination, examples need not be quotations but examples of events or episodes 
within the novel
prove to the examiner their knowledge of the text – do not assume the examiner knows 
everything
comment on contextual points and try to relate these to the points being made
avoid dealing with context separately. Do not write a page of historical background, but 
link all contextual points with an example from the novel and in relation to the question 
being answered
when using film versions, which are most valuable teaching aids, remind candidates that 
not all scenes in a film appear in the novel that they are studying and that their responses 
must be based on the novel and not the film version.

As always, the responses are always a pleasure to mark and have, once again, been very 
enjoyable to read.

Centres should be congratulated on preparing their candidates for the examination. As 
always, we very much hope that you will continue to deliver this specification and that you 
and your students are delighted with results.

Do look at our website for more details about future examinations and opportunities.

For those candidates looking to continue their English Literature studies, the Pearson Edexcel 
International AS and A Level (Specification references: YET01 and XET01) are ideal options. 
These qualifications are becoming very popular and successful and have received positive 
feedback from centres. Full details are available on our website.
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Again, thank you for choosing Pearson Edexcel as your International GCSE provider. We 
should like to wish you all every success for the future.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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